
Next Meeting ς November 11th, at Round Table Pizza on College Pkwy ς 6:30 pm 

 

 

Republic XF-12 / XR-12 "Rainbow" 

Built in 1946 as a long-range photo-reconnaissance aircraft, 

Republic's XR-12 was the fastest multi-engine piston-

powered airplane ever built, reaching a top speed of 450 mph 

in level flight. The fuselage contained three separate camera 

compartments with facilities to process film in flight. Eighteen 

high-intensity flash bulbs were stowed in a hold in the belly 

for night photography. The Rainbow had one of the highest 

power-to-weight ratios of any multi-reciprocating-engine 

airplane. Two prototypes of the Rainbow were built. A 

derivative airliner design, the Republic RC-2, was proposed as 

a high speed transport. One Rainbow crashed on a flight out 

of Eglin Air Force Base, Florida. The other one ended up as a 

target at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Maryland. 

 

 

Veterans Day; A celebration to honor America's veterans, 

both living and dead, and in times of peace and war, for their 

patriotism, love of country, and willingness to serve and 

sacrifice for the common good. 

²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊέΣ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ 

ended when the Treaty of Versailles was signed on June 28, 

1919, in the Palace of Versailles outside the town of 

Versailles, France. However, fighting ceased seven months 

earlier when an armistice, or temporary cessation of 

hostilities, between the Allied nations and Germany went 

into effect on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 

eleventh month. For that reason, November 11, 1918, is 

generally ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿŀǊǎΦέ 

Armistice Day (November 11th) was originally 

created to honor the veterans of World War I. But in 

 

 

 

 

I showed it is possible to fly a little bit like a bird. 

τ Yves Rossy, first person to cross the English Channel strapped to a 

jet-powered wing. The 22 mile journey took 13 minutes. 26 September 

2008 


